
• Goal 1: Students will improve written communication skills across the 
curricula. 

• Goal 2: Students will improve higher order thinking skills across the 
curricula. 

• The Staff Development Committee continues to determine training              
needs. 

• 6+1 Writing Traits staff development was conducted by DDESS area 
specialist, Janey Idell on January 31, 2008. 

• The Research Committee is looking into available information concern-
ing effective strategies of teaching and assessing higher level thinking 
skills (Goal 2). 
• The Communication Committee is developing a bulletin board, posters 

and other media to inform our school community about our work to im-
prove student achievement.  

Activities! Activities! 

 For those of you who are new to our school, you may be wondering 
what’s up for the rest of the year. To inform you and remind our returning fami-
lies,  we’d like you to be aware of school-related functions that will occur through-
out the remainder of the year to augment our educational program. Throughout 
the Year– Parents To Lunch, SCA, WKID, CARES Assemblies, SCA 
Assemblies, Brownies, Homework Club (2nd/3rd Grade), Parent Work-
shops by Mrs. K and Dr. Y, Birthday or Unbirthdays on WKID, Class 
News, WKID Guest Appearances for the Menu and/or Weather, Read-
ing Counts and reading incentive programs, All Star Arts (Catch A 
Star), the collection of Yearbook pictures, Parent Advisory Committee, 
Child Find to determine special needs or services for children age 3 
and above, Lunch Bunch Groups like Friendship or Self Esteem with 
Mrs. K, and Free Play Mondays 
Other Special Activities 
Social Studies Fair, Science Fair, Read Across America- A Salute to 
Dr. Seuss Assembly, 3rd quarter conferences, Spring Musical Pro-
gram, Field Day, Career Day, Kindergarten Visitation, Move-Up Day 
(3rd grade students visit Burrows 4th Grade classes), PEA Book Fair,  
Art Show,  Talent Show and Recognition Assembly 
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Did you know? 
• This school year, 

Ashurst added two 
Pre-K, one K, one 1st 
grade  and one 3rd 
grade classes. 

• 2006-2007 student 
population was 181 
students.  2007-2008 
student population is 
currently 281 and 
rising. 

• New K-1 playground 
equipment has been 
installed. 

• New computers are 
being added to the 
computer lab, freeing 
additional computers 
for classroom use. 

•  

 



When teachers are not teaching, 
they are… 
Teachers meet weekly during Tuesday morning 
faculty meetings from 8:05 AM to 8:45 and on 
Wednesday afternoons from 3:20 to 4:00 to 
develop Ashurst’s School Improvement Plan. Ad-
ditionally, we have used the dates of some of our 
workdays to develop our strategies and conduct 
staff development on our SIP goals.  Baseline 
data has been established for Pre-K through 3 
writings and quarterly ratings of the same using 
our 6+1 rubric are underway.  We are sharing 
strategies which we have found helpful in guiding 
our students through the writing process.  Class-
room teachers are meeting bi-weekly with our 
school math trainer, MH, to develop standards 
encompassing assessments at each grade level.  
Teachers also may serve as members of the Plan-
ning Committee, Social Committee, CORE Com-
mittee, Wellness Committee and/or School Im-
provement Leadership Team. These activities 
take place in addition to planning instruction, 
grading student work and communicating with 
parents. 

 

 

Thank You Parents! 
 

Thank you to our parents who were 
able to attend the Parent Advisory 
Council meeting on February 21, 2008.  
Our SIP goals were reviewed and dis-
cussed, writing tips for parents to assist 
their children were presented and a 
presentation on Bloom’s Taxonomy 
(Goal 2) was also delivered.  Special 
thanks to the parents who were able to 
attend: 

 Mrs. B 

 Mrs. B 

 Mrs. B 

 Mrs. C 

 Mrs. M 

 Mrs. M 

 Mrs. M 

 Mrs. S 

 Mrs. T 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to our hardworking 
PEA for their many successful fund-
raising efforts, activities and support!  
You are the best!  Thank you to our 
school community for your continued  
support. 

 


