Contract for Summer Assignments

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition

I acknowledge receipt of the Advanced Placement Summer Reading and Writing assignments for 2007-08.  I understand that these assignments are to be completed by the first day of the new school year (2007—2008).  If these assignments are not turned in on time, I will encouraged to register for the regular English course.  The summer assignments are intended to jump start the year’s study, as the culminating exam is in early May.
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Parent Signature
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Date








____________________________









Email Address

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition

Summer Reading and Writing Assignments 2007

I am pleased that you have decided to accept the challenge of AP English next school year.  This will be a rigorous course which will cover important works of American Literature, both fiction and nonfiction.  You will be required to do a significant amount of reading and writing outside of the regular class time.  It is expected that you will complete the following reading and writing assignments during the summer.  The works selected for summer reading are representative of the literary traditions and will be used as examples of literary technique, or as the basis for discussion of other works.

Below is a list of both fiction and nonfiction works.  You will select a book from each list to read.

For the nonfiction book, you will write an analysis of the writer’s style as well as your evaluation of the book. An analysis is not a summary.  Focus on the author’s use of language to create an effect.  What is it about the writing that stands out and makes the work distinctive?  This analysis will be at least one page in length.  It must be typed and double-spaced.

McCourt – Angela’s Ashes

Krakauer – Into the Wild

Schlosser – Fast Food Nation 

For the fiction book you will complete a Major Works Date Sheet.  You will also keep a reading journal for this book that will consist of at least twelve quotes to which you have responded, explaining the significance of the quote to the book and the reason you selected the particular quote.  Your quotes should cover the entire book.

Anaya – Bless Me, Ultima
Chopin – The Awakening

Hemingway – A Farewell to Arms

Kingsolver—Animal Dreams

O’Brien – The Things They Carried

You must read and clip six editorials for a major Sunday newspaper Op-Ed page.  Most major newspapers may be accessed online.  The editorials do not have to come from the same paper but should follow some theme or issue over the summer.  Write a brief summary of the opinions expressed by each writer.  Then choose two of the  editorials and write a persuasive essay (not less than 1 ½ pages) in which you defend, challenge, or qualify your position on the subject. Include copies of the six editorials in the packet that you bring to class on the first day of school.

Good luck and enjoy your summer vacation and summer reading.  If you have any questions about the books or the writing assignments, please contact me during the summer.  Do not wait until school starts to tell me you did not understand the assignment.  My email is SAdin42072@aol.com.











Name_________________________

Major Works Data Sheet

	Title: ______________________________________

Author:____________________________________

Date written: _______________________________

Genre:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________


	Biographical information about the author:



	Historical information about the period of authorship:


	

	
	Characteristics of the genre:



	Plot Summary:



	Major Words Data Sheet                                                                                                                               Page 2

	Describe the author’s style:


	An example that demonstrates the style:

	Memorable quotes

	Quotation:
	Significance:

	
	

	Major Works Data Sheet                                                                                                                               Page 3

	Characters

	Name / Page of First Appearance
	Role in the Story:
	Significance:
	Adjectives:

	
	
	
	

	Major Words Data Sheet                                                                                                                               Page 4

	Setting:
	Summary and Significance of the opening scene:

	
	

	
	Summary and Significance of the closing scene:

	
	

	Symbols:
	

	
	

	
	Old AP Questions:

	
	

	Possible Themes—Topics of Discussion

	


