Program Overview for Course 510WL:  Digital Images and Photoshop Elements
Quantico Middle/High School (DoDEA) will be providing classroom instruction along with independent activities for participating staff members in order to gain an understanding of the manipulating and managing of digital images. The Adobe Photoshop Elements software will be the primary tool used within this course. Additionally, participants are being provided with the hardware, software and online training resources necessary to complete this course and then use to enhance instruction or productivity within their work environments.
The goal of this instruction is to build an introductory understanding of digital imagery and how Photoshop Elements can be used to manage and edit images. Promoting the effective use of this software will hopefully have the consequence of increased participant comfort with technology tools and use within the work environment. A qualified and experienced instructor within the NY/VA district will assess staff members’ retention of classroom instruction and independent activities.

Beyond classroom instruction, class members will have access to Adobe Photoshop Elements 4.0: Classroom in a Book and the Atomic Learning site provided by DoDEA.

The participants will register for credit with the University of San Diego. (1 semester credit course with a cost of $55.00)
Course Objectives

Participants who successfully complete this course of study will:

1. Have a working knowledge of Image “file types”, their application uses and common terminology.

2. Be able to independently navigate the Photoshop Elements interface and make use of the common tools within the application from various menus and palettes.

3. Have an understanding of the use and importance of “layers” when working with digital images.

4. Be able to demonstrate the following Image Editing Skills:

a. Adjust Color

b. Crop

c. Retouch or Repair

d. Combine

e. Add and manipulate text.

f. Use “effects” within the Elements software.

5. Be able to capture and import digital images from a variety of sources or locations.

6. Understand and make use of the “Organizer” within the Photoshop Elements software.

7. Create a photo slide show using the Elements software.

Program of Study

Classroom instruction for this course will be given to a group of about 15 educators in a computer lab setting. A portion of the instruction will also be independent activities in which participants will complete either in the lab or at their own workstations. The chronology of instruction is to build an understanding of digital images from the belief that the participants know little or nothing about this topic.  Hopefully ending with participants having a comfort level that will enable them to use this software independently and later investigate or experiment with its potential.

During classroom instruction, the students will observe the instructor model step-by-step use of the software in small increments. Students will then be given assignments or activities to be worked on within the class either individually or in small groups. After each class, participants will be given an independent assignment with the expectation it will be completed before the next meeting.

In addition to the expected 10-hours of classroom instruction, participants will be expected to complete 5 hours of independent assignments for a total of 15 hours.

Evaluation of Achievement

The educators participating in this coursework will be completing a number of activities that will provide part of the basis for this evaluation.  In addition to the instructor evaluating participants’ achievement on projects, there will be quizzes and demonstration of skills each time the class meets as a whole.

Summary of Assessments:

1. Timely completion of independent activities, which will be assigned at the end of each class meeting.  These activities will culminate with a Photoshop Slideshow that demonstrates skills specified by the instructor.

2. Formal and informal quizzes and skill demonstration will occur each time the class meets.

Course Dates and Tentative Lessons

This course will meet in the Computer Applications and Programming lab at QMHS in Room 101. The tentative starting date is 1/24/2007 with plans to meet weekly in 1 or 2 hour increments until 03/05/2007.  Each classroom session will be followed by a 30 minute activity to be completed independently outside of the classroom.  Below is a rough schedule of course activities that is dependent upon participant progress and comprehension.
Jan 24th: 2 Hour session

Jan 29th: 1 Hour session

Feb 5th: 1 Hour session

Feb 12th: 1 Hour session

Feb 14th: 2 Hour session

Feb 20th: 1 Hour session

Feb 26th: 1 Hour session

Mar 5th: 1 Hour session

