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1. Alexander Oparin (1894-1980)
	

	Aleksandr Oparin 
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Russian biochemist who, in 1924, wrote a pamphlet on the origin of life (based on ideas presented at the Russian Botanical Society in 1922) and provided what Bernal called "the first and principal modern appreciation of the problem" (see life, origin of). His writings only reached the West, however, in the late 1930s.1 

Although Oparin began by reviewing the various panspermia theories, he was primarily interested in how life initially began. He asserted: 

There is no fundamental difference between a living organism and lifeless matter. The complex combination of manifestations and properties so characteristic of life must have arisen in the process of the evolution of matter. 
But what was that process? 

