Adoption Folder Guidelines

You will be keeping a journal of growth and behavior of an observational subject- a very young child or a pet.  Be sure you have access to the subject on a regular basis. There are 100 points possible for each assignment and a total score for the completed journal.

PROCEDURE

1. Assemble assignment handouts in a folder. 

· Add at least eight sheets of lined notebook paper to the folder for your observations.

· Include more lined paper if you need it during the observation period.

· Add two sheets of graph paper to the folder.

2. Record the measurements in the spaces provided.

· For each assignment, record the height, weight, and general health of your subject.

· If you cannot measure height or weight, substitute another measurement such as wing span or girth.

· Use metric units.

3. For general observations, use the front of a separate sheet of lined paper.

· Write the date and assignment number each time.

· Include a title for each paragraph as given in the assignment.
· Use full sentences in paragraph form and be very detailed.

4. Write your observations of the subject’s behavior on the back of the sheet of paper used for the general observations.
· Write your observations in column form.

· Write one observation per line.

· Use short phrases, not sentences.

· You may use numerals, ditto marks, and abbreviations.

· Observe your subject’s behavior for five minutes.

· Record as many details of movement as possible.

· Do not attempt to describe your subject’s feelings, only exact behavior.

