
ing software. 

• Gaggle email accounts 
for every student. 

• School intranet and 
internet pages with 
active, useful content. 

• Student access to sev-
eral online subscription 
databases. 

• Student access to 
Atomic Learning soft-
ware training web site. 

Our school’s Educational 
Technologist has worked 
with teachers and commu-
nity members to moving in 
the right direction– kudos 
to her! 

 

 David Rudy, Principal 

The teachers and support 
staff of West Point Middle 
School have been working 
hard over the last two years 
to increase our use of tech-
nology as a tool for teaching 
and learning. Given what 
we know about electronic 
communication today and 
what we can only dimly 
speculate about the even 
five years ahead, I can think 
of nothing more critical to 
our student’s success than 
providing them with the 
equipment and expertise 
required to work in the 
digital realm. 

I would like to list some of 
the strides that our school 
system and WPMS staff 
have made over the past 
two years to address this 
critical aspect of our stu-

dent’s educational experi-
ence: 

• Acquired eight interac-
tive white boards and 
projectors using school 
funds and generous 
community donations. 

• Purchase of Senteo 
student response sys-
tem for use in 7th and 
8th grade math classes. 

• Extensive teacher train-
ing on Adobe Contrib-
ute, Inspiration, Black-
board, and other learn-

TECHNOLOGY- A TOOL FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

STUDENTS WITH DEPLOYED PARENTS 
In our continued effort to 
meet the needs of our stu-
dents, we would like to 
ensure that there is a sup-
port system in place at 
school for those children 
with a parent who has been 
deployed or who is likely to 
be deployed in the near 
future--and for those chil-

dren who are separated 
from a parent or guardian 
for an extended time for 
any other reason.  Support 
providers may include, as 
appropriate, one or more of 
the following school per-
sonnel: the child’s teacher, 
the school psychologist, one 
of our school counselors, 

the school nurse, the princi-
pal, and the vice-principal 

If applicable, please com-
plete the form attached to 
the newsletter email and 
return it to the office.  This 
information will be shared 
only with those who are 
directly involved with your 
child.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

9 September, 4:00 p.m.– Cross 
Country Parent & Booster Club 
Meetings 

10 September, 3 p.m.– PTO 
General Membership Meeting  

17 September– Progress reports 
sent home 

30 September– Picture Day 

6-9 October– PTO Book Fair 

13 October– Columbus Day 
(no school) 

17 October– End Qtr 1, 
Teacher Work Day (no school 
for students) 

30-31 October– Parent Con-
ferences (no school for students) 
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It is hard to believe that this is 
the third week of school.  
Hopefully, everyone is get-
ting into the swing of things. 
Lockers are becoming easier 
to open, classrooms are easier 
to locate, bus rides are more 
routine and lunch time and 
recess are lots of fun and… of 
course, homework is being 
assigned to the students. This 
year, there will be new ways 
parents can monitor the pro-
gress their children are mak-
ing in the classrooms. These 

new concepts will be intro-
duced later on this semester 
but for now, please be aware, 
the homework website for 
our school is up and running.  

To access it, please log on to:  

http://www.am.dodea.edu/
NY_VA/westpoint/middle.  

 

As always, feel free to e-mail 
your teacher or counselor if 
you have any questions con-
cerning homework or any-

thing relating to your child’s 
school progress. 

 

On a different note, we are 
trying to stay updated as to 
parents who are or will be 
deployed over the school 
year. If a deployment involves 
your family and you would 
like the school to be in-
formed, please contact the 
guidance office. 

It makes email communica-
tion easy and the digital 
locker feature allows students 
to transport assignments and 
projects through the Inter-
net.  With the digital locker 
the student simply saves their 
work either at home or at 
school into this locker and can 
retrieve it either place by 
going to the internet, logging 
onto their Gaggle account, 

DODEA has made student 
email accounts available 
through Gaggle, an Internet 
based email system. Gaggle is 
a safe web based email solu-
tion for schools and students. 
Gaggle provides email ac-
counts that are filtered for 
inappropriate language and 
content.    
 
 

and retrieving the file. Gaggle 
also includes blogs and 
school-wide message boards. 
 
Every student is encouraged 
to have an account.  If your 
child doesn’t have a Gaggle 
account please sign the slip 
when they bring it home and 
have the student return it to 
their Seminar teacher. 

THE COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

GAGGLE.NET EMAIL ACCOUNTS 

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE– IMMUNIZATIONS 
Hepatitis A series for chil-
dren 1 year of age and older. 

Tdap and Meningococ-
cal  to all children 11 years of 
age and older. 

Varicella or reliable history 
of child having chickenpox. 

Please bring a copy of the shot 
record to the school nurse 
once these shots have been 
completed. 

Your child's registration for 
school will not be complete 
until we receive documenta-
tion of the required immuni-
zations 

Please contact the school 
nurse at 938-7515 for more 
information. A voicemail fea-
ture has been added to her 
phone so that she can access 
her messages directly this 
school year. 

In order to keep our schools 
safe and healthy for all stu-
dents, the Department of 
Defense Education Activity 
has established stringent im-
munization requirements. 

DoDEA Manual 2942.0 states 
that prior to enrollment in 
DoDEA schools, students 
shall meet specific immuniza-
tion requirements.   

The requirements are:  
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West Point Middle School is 
pleased to announce that par-
ents will soon have on-line 
access to student grades, as-
signments, and attendance 
information using 
GradeSpeed, a new program 
purchased for all Department 
of Defense Education Activity 
(DoDEA) schools. 

Here are important points for 
parents: 

• Teachers will enter 
grades within five school 

days of the completion of 
a learning task. 

• Teachers will post the 
next assignment either in 
GradeSpeed or on the 
school’s homework web 
site (Realidades web site 
for Spanish classes). 

• The notes feature of the 
program allows parents 
to communicate with 
teachers about assign-
ments, but email remains 
the fastest way to com-

municate with teachers. 

Our school web site has di-
rections for requesting Parent 
Connection logins.  Parents 
should complete the form on 
the web site and also initiate 
the login through 
GradeSpeed. The login will 
be activated only after the 
parent brings the form by the 
school to verify that it is in 
fact the parent of the student 
that is requesting access to 
this sensitive information.  

Please check out the WPS 
Booster Club Website at: 
 http://
www.leaguelineup.com/
welcome.asp?
url=westpointboosterclub 
  
On Tuesday 30 September 
Davis Studio will be in school 
to photograph individual por-
traits of each student.  Those 
students who wish to pur-

Cross Country practice for 
the 7th and 8th Grade team 
kicked off this week.  The 
coaches will hold a parent 
meeting at 4:00 PM on Tues-
day 9 September in the Mid-
dle School auditorium.  A 
short general Booster Club 
meeting will precede this 
meeting.  All are invited to 
attend. 
 

chase portrait packages may 
do so by paying the photogra-
pher at the time the picture is 
taken.  Pre pay money enve-
lopes will be sent home the 
week of September 22nd .  
The envelopes should be 
completely filled out and 
brought to school on Picture 
Day. 
  
Go Bulldogs! 

GRADESPEED PARENT CONNECTION 

BOOSTER CLUB NEWS 

INFORMATION CENTER NEWS 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays. Students 
may check out a total of five 
books.  Items can be kept for 
three weeks. 

Students may come to the 
Information Center: 

• With a pass from their 
seminar teacher  

• With their class  

• During lunch (with a 

yellow pass) 

• After school except on 
Wednesdays, due to 
weekly teacher meetings 

WPMS students also have 
access to many online data-
bases. Username and pass-
word information is available 
in the Information Center. 

 

Our library/information me-
dia center is ready for an ex-
citing year.  Our new Infor-
mation Specialist looks for-
ward to working with your 
children and your children’s 
teachers in developing and 
implementing projects that 
improve performance and 
enhance learning. 

The WPMS information cen-
ter is open from 8:00 - 3:00 
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Quick Notes 

• Cross Country Underway: The cross country season has begun. Stu-
dents may register for the team at FMWR’s Youth Center.  

• Student Supervision Times: Student supervision is from 7:30 a.m. until 
2:15 p.m. Students are allowed on campus outside of these times when 
they are working with a teacher. 

• Homework Club Starts Soon: Homework Club will take place after 
school on Mondays and Thursdays from 2:15– 3:30 in the Information 
Center starting 15 September. 

• Intramural Sports Program: An intramural sports program for students 
in grades 5 and 6 will start next month. More information will be 
shared in the next newsletter. 

• School Board: West Point Schools has a five-person, elected school 
board. The board advises school administration on school operations 
and issues. The meetings take place on the first Wednesday of every 
month at 4:30 p.m. in the MS conference room. 

• Academic Clubs Forming: Information concerning several academic 
clubs will be publishing in upcoming newsletter: Art, Yearbook, News-
paper, Spanish, and Student Government are some of the extracurricu-
lar offerings that will be getting underway in the coming weeks. 

• Go Army– beat New Hampshire! 

705 Barry Road 
West Point, NY 10996 

Phone: 845-938-2923 
Fax: 845-938-2568 

david.rudy@am.dodea.edu 
Teacher email addresses: 

Firstname.lastname@am.dodea.edu 

WEST POINT MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

bring it to school next Mon-
day, September 8 

 

Our PTO Membership Drive 
is going extremely well!  So 
well, in fact, that we’ve dis-
tributed all of our 255 calen-
dar magnets to our paid 
members!  We may be out of 
magnets but all paid mem-
berships from this point on 
will still receive a free school 
directory!   

 

Labels for Education and Box 
Tops 4 Education programs 
are both currently underway.  
Please see attached flyers for 
further information on both 

Read A Thon 

Monday, Sept. 8:  All read-
ing logs are due and will be 
collected first thing in the 
morning.  There will be a 
collection box by the office.  

Tuesday, Sept. 9:  Pledge 
collection envelopes will be 
returned to students & taken 
home. 

Monday, Sept. 15:  All 
pledge money is due!  Please 
make sure all checks are 
made out to “WPS PTO”.   

 

PTO Parent/Student direc-
tory forms were due to-
day!  If you still have yours to 
turn in, please make sure you 

programs. 

 

THE PTO SCHOLASTIC 
BOOK FAIR IS COMING, 
OCTOBER 6-9!!! 

PTO General Membership 
Meeting will be held on 10 
September at 3:00 p.m. in 
the MS auditorium. Parents 
are welcome to bring their 
children. 

Thank you for supporting 
your WPS PTO! 

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION NEWS 

MISSION STATEMENT 
WPMS STRIVES TO PROVIDE ALL 

LEARNERS WITH EXEMPLARY 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT 
INSPIRE LIFE-LONG LEARNING IN 

A GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT. 

B OOKMARK OUR WEB SITE 

HTTP://
WWW. AM.DODEA. EDU/
NY_VA/ WESTPOINT/
MIDDLE/INDEX.HTM 


