Career Cluster Research Project

Pathways to Careers

The purpose of this project is to help you become more familiar with different careers and career clusters. Career Clusters contain careers that are related. Your small group of 2 or 3 will choose a cluster to research (listed below) using the NY State Career Zone website - http://www.nycareerzone.org/ and then give a presentation to the class.  You will be given 3 class periods to prepare your presentations (Monday, 12/8, 12/10 (meet in the Library/IC) & 12/12 meet in the Library/IC) and then each group will share the presentations on Tuesday, 12/16 (meet in the Library/IC). This project will help you meet the following: 

 

· Identify occupations that are non-traditional by gender.
· Identify careers that are related to student interests, abilities and aptitudes.

· Explain the relationship among local employment, training program and employment opportunities.

· Analyze employment opportunity factors.
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	Job Openings
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	Benefits


 

Choose a career cluster listed below that you wish to research further:
Arts and Humanities



Business and Information Systems

Engineering and Technologies

Health Services

Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Human and Public Services

You will need to pick a group of two or three people to do the research and reports.

Required Work for completing this project: 

Activity & Description: 

1. Steps and Guidelines - These are references for your group.  If you don't know what to do, check these lists first. 

2. Daily Progress Report - Your group will need to fill out one each day that you do research and turn in. 

3. Planning Sheet Your - group members will have to take responsibility for specific jobs.  Each job is outlined here and there is a place to note who is doing each job. 

4. Class Notes - Each student will fill one out for each group presentation.

5. Non-Traditional Jobs - Here you will find a list of non-traditional jobs.

6. Presentation Checklist- Each group will fill one out before they give their presentation.  This will let Mrs. Tulloss know that you are ready. 

7. Group Self Evaluation -Your group will evaluate how well you worked together, the materials you presented, the group's readiness and the oral presentation. 

I.
Steps & Guidelines


A.  Steps

1. Decide who is going to be in your group. Remember that there cannot be more than three people in a group. 

2. As a group, choose a career cluster from the list. 

3. As a group, complete the Planning Sheet, dividing the work evenly between ALL members of the group. 

4. Prepare the presentation materials as listed on the planning sheet. 

5. Practice giving your oral presentation. 

6. Complete an evaluation of your group's presentation. 

7. Complete an evaluation of other groups' presentations.


B.
Guidelines:

1. Cooperated with your group members.  Resolve decisions fairly without insults, arguments, or excessive pressure. 

2. All members should participate in the presentation and preparation of the presentations.  One member should not tell everyone else what to do, do all the work, or do the entire presentation themselves. 

3. Understand what is expected of the group.  Listen to the directions, read over the requirements and ask questions if you don't understand. 

4. Use your class time wisely and efficiently. 

5. Do your final work neatly and correctly. Take the time to do it right the first time. 

6. Keep your materials well-organized. 

7. Work quietly so not to disturb other groups or people. 

8. Produce quality work which will give you a sense of pride and a better grade. 

Daily Progress Report

At the end of each class period, fill out the following form and turn in. 

1.
Group members that were here today:
2.
Select which day this report is for: 

      
Day 1 (Monday, December 08, 2008)
      
Day 2 (Wednesday, December 10, 2008)
      
Day 3 (Friday, December 12, 2008)
      
Day 4 (Tuesday, December 16, 2008)
3.
Briefly describe the work your group did today:
4.
List anything that Mrs. Tulloss needs to get for you by the next class.  If you don't need anything, please write that here so she knows that you didn't just skip this question. 
Bottom of Form

Planning Sheet
Use the following listed below as a guide to make sure you have covered all the requirements of the Career Cluster Presentation.

1. Introduction: Give a general description of your career cluster.  Try to use an interesting method to do the introduction.

2. Career Examples: Give at least 10 examples of careers that fit under the umbrella of your career cluster.

3. Skills, Qualities and Education: For each of the careers you choose to highlight in this career cluster, describe the skills and education you need to have to work in this career.

4. Non-traditional Jobs: Identify non-traditional jobs for men and women in this career cluster.

5. Jobs in Orange County or Major Cities in New York: For each career you choose to highlight in your career cluster, identify major employers in this area of New York.

6. Review Questions: Prepare three questions to ask your classmates to review your presentation. Go over the questions at the end of your presentation and have the students in the class answer them aloud or on paper.

Methods of Presenting
1. Poster: Information is on paper.  This could be hand written or creating on the computer.

2. Handout: Information is on paper that will be handed out to everyone in the class.  You need to get the original to Mrs. Tulloss 2 days before your presentation.

3. Transparency: Information is on clear film that will be projected onto the screen.  Information that will be on the transparency needs to be given to Mrs. Tulloss 2 days before your presentation.

4. Computer Projector: Information is in a computer file that will be projected onto the screen. Information needs to be on the computer’s Q drive in the Pathways to Careers folder and save a copy on the H drive in all group members folder 2 days before your presentation.

Decide who will prepare and present each of the topics. Next decide what materials you will use for the presentation. Be sure to mark this in your daily progress notes.
	Topics
	Poster
	Handout
	Transparency
	Computer Projector
	Other
	Responsible Group Member 

	Introduction
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Career Examples
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Non-Traditional Jobs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jobs in Orange County/New York
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Review Questions
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Class Notes
1. Career Cluster:

2. Group Members:

3. Define the Career Cluster:

4. Examples of 10 careers in this cluster:

5. Skills and education for many careers in the cluster:

6. Three questions to ask the group:

Non-Traditional Jobs

Non-Traditional Careers for Men

Non-Traditional Careers for Women         
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	Waitress 
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	Ballerina 
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	Nurse 
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	Elementary School Teacher 
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	Day Care Center 
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	Housekeeper 
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	Maid 
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	Secretary 
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	Office Assistant 
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	Receptionist 
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	Food Worker 
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	Bank Teller 
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	Dental Hygienist 
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	Dietitian 
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	Speech Pathologist 
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	Family & Consumer Science Teacher 
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	Librarian 
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	Legal Assistant 
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	Clinical Lab Technician 
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	Physical Therapist
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	Construction Worker 

	[image: image24.png]



	Auto Mechanics 
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	Auto Body Repair 
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	Doctors 
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	Dentist 
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	Police 
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	Firefighters 
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	Detective 
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	Factory Worker 
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	House Painter 
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	Electrician 
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	Plumber 
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	Garbage Man 
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	Truck Driver 

	[image: image37.png]



	Computer Designer 
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	Painter (Inside and out) 
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	Roofer 
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	Limo Driver 
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	Race Car Drivers 
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	Professional Sports 
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	Landscape Worker 
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	Movie Director 
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	Janitors


 
Presentation Checklist

Check off that you have done each of the following steps.  When they have all been completed please turn in.  This will let Mrs. Tulloss know that your group is ready.

[image: image46.wmf]Introduction - You have the name and definition of the career cluster your group choose.

[image: image47.wmf]Career Examples - You have at least 10 career examples, with at least one non-traditional job for women and a second non-traditional job for men.

[image: image48.wmf]Qualities, Education and Skills - Have you written 6 - 7 statements describing the skills that required for the job cluster and where you can get those skills.  At least one place to get the skills is in the Lehigh Valley.

[image: image49.wmf]Non-Traditional Jobs - List non-traditional jobs for men and women in this cluster.

[image: image50.wmf]Job Opportunities in Orange County/New York State - List 4 - 5 employers of people in this career cluster in the Orange County area or major city in New York State.

[image: image51.wmf]Review Questions - You have three questions to ask your classmates about information your group presented to make sure they were paying attention.

Group Self Evaluation
After you have done your presentation to the entire class, meet with your group to complete this form.  Completing this form honestly will be part of your final grade. 

Top of Form

1. Explain how every member of the group contributed to the presentation. 
2. What was the best part of this project?
3. Do you feel you learned the information by studying it in this manner? 
Bottom of Form

	Project: Career Cluster Research

	Requirement
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Content:

Included all 7 items as outlined under: “Required work for completing this Project.”

	55
	 

	Presentation:

· Professional and Positive Attitude

· Knowledge of Subject Matter
· All members of Group Participated in Oral Presentation.
	30
	 

	Behavior/Work Ethics:

Worked quietly, productively and stayed on task without disturbing the class and without the teacher having to remind one or more members of group to be quiet and stay on task.
	15
	 

	 
	100
	 


Audience Grade

5 pts lost for each interruption. 

Please submit this sheet along with all parts of project prior to giving oral presentation.
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