
December  5, 2012 

Dear Parents, 

 

Thank you so much for all of the support you are giving your child in the area of 

reading. With the holidays quickly approaching, I know that it will be very tempting 

to lay aside the great reading routines that you have developed. Please keep 

reading!! Below are a few things to keep in mind. 

 

Reading for meaning is the most important aspect of reading. Word calling is not 

really reading, So, if your child becomes confused over a “tricky word” during 

reading time, have him or her stop, check the picture,  go back to the beginning of 

the sentence and re-read it. S/He should make the first sound, and if s/he is really 

thinking about what s/he’s read the word may just “pop out” of their mouth! If not, 

they may look carefully at the word for familiar word parts that may help. 

 

Letters and their sounds are important. We are working on the names and sounds 

of letters on a daily basis. You can reinforce this at hope by asking your child to 

add a word to your shopping list or keep a journal of things s/he did each day. This 

allows your child to write just one or two words and listen carefully for the sounds.  

 

Reversals are common. I see many children who confuse b, d, p , g and q. However, 

they need to take responsibility for distinguishing these letters. If you notice this 

at home, please encourage them to look carefully every time they see or write one 

of these tricky letters and make sure they are correct. We have worked on a few 

helps at school that your child can show you at home. 

 

Sight Words/ High Frequency words: These are words that should be identifiable 

immediately. I would suggest working on 5 a week and reviewing “known” words 

weekly. I have sent home a Fountas and Pinnell  list of first grade words. You may 

also access word lists through our website. 

 

Explore our school website: http://www.am.dodea.edu/rucker/Primary/index.htm 

Look under special services > reading for many parent resources including the word 

lists mentioned above. There is also a “Belt Word” flash card activity that allows 

children to review sight words on line. 

 

Thanks again for all your help. 
 

Mrs. Nelsen 

Reading Teacher 

http://www.am.dodea.edu/rucker/Primary/index.htm

