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Brittin’s Math goal is to have students explain and communicate their thinking in

mathematics. This may be in the form of talking with one another, demonstrating

with models or pictures, or in the upper grades writing about the strategy they used
to solve a problem. The children discover they really
need to understand mathematics in order to communi-
cate their thinking to others. When students try to
memorize and use a procedure that makes no sense to
them, they often give answers that make no sense!
They find themselves “doing stuff” with numbers
rather than thinking logically about problem solving.

Our classes use a variety of strategies to solve prob-

lems rather than only one procedure. What works for

one student may not make sense to another. The math
classes often consist of students talking about problems, using manipulative, shar-
ing thinking, and explaining their strategies for reaching a solution. This helps all
students develop a deeper understanding of number sense, flexible thinking, and
an ability to see relationships among numbers. It helps promote deeper thinking
and deeper understanding.

Students still need to memorize their basic facts, but they use their knowl-
edge of these facts as a foundation to solve more complex and higher level prob-
lems. So, while there is still a need for memorization of basic facts and some proce-
dures, there is far more required of students in the area of mathematics. Communi-
cating their ideas, convincing others that their work is correct and makes sense, and
using strategies to problem solve help make our students true mathematicians.
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